
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 ANNUAL REPORT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This report has been prepared for evaluating overall performance and 
development of TASSA in 2014. 
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Message from the President 
 
 

 
 
Dear Friends of TASSA,  
 
TASSA has completed successfully another year of activities that 
connect scientific communities in the USA and Turkey.  
 
The highlight of the year was our flagship activity, the biennial 
conference, which was held at Robert H. Smith School of Business, 
University of Maryland on March 22-23, 2014. Once again, hundreds of 
scientists and scholars from diverse fields exchanged ideas and 
strengthened ties during the meetings. Attending these conferences truly 
demonstrates the potential strength of TASSA and why one needs to be 
affiliated with TASSA. It is my privilege to announce that our next 
conference will be held at the University of Chicago, Booth School of 
Business on April 2-3, 2016. We hope to see everyone in Chicago! 
 
We are also very pleased to see the readership of our newsletter, The 
Bridge, and the number of visitors to our web site and special media 
sites to reach record numbers. The numbers show that people are 
interested in TASSA and the organization is strengthening its ties with 
the Turkish scientific community both in the USA and Turkey.  
 
Of course, there is more room for improvement. At TASSA we are trying 
hard to move the organization forward with modest resources. As we 
solidify our membership base I am sure TASSA will create more value 
for the Turkish science diaspora and scientists and scholars in Turkey.  
 
I wish everyone many successes in their fields.  
 
Best Regards, 
 
 

 
 
Haluk Ünal,  
Professor of Finance, UMD 
TASSA President and Chairman of the Board	  
 

	  
	  



4	  
	  
	  

 
 1. Board of Directors, Executive Committee, Technical 

Groups and Standing Committee Meetings 
 
  

• Board of Directors Meetings:  
 December 21, 2014 
 

• Joint Board of Directors and Executive Committee Meetings:  
 July 25, 2014 - Decision on signing a petition for Gazza declaration 
 August 29, 2014 - Information exchange and action plan about ITU news 
 September 16, 2014 - Decision and voting on invitation from embassy 
 June 30, 2014 - Information exchange on Howard Hughes Medical 
 Institute Award given to Aydoğan Özcan 
 March 9, 2014 - Annual report meeting and action plan for recent events 
 March 8, 2014 - Budget and conference plan updates 
 

• Executive Committee Meetings:  
 November 9, 2014 
 February 23, 2014: Annual report preparation and approvals  
 November 19, 2004:  Meeting for bylaws change 
 

• Technical Committee Meetings:  
 May 10, 2014: Web committee meeting 
 June 4, 2014: Web committee meeting 
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2. Membership Activities 
 

 
 
• TASSA had 62 regular members, 7 institutional members, and 20 student 

members registered during 2014. 
 
• The Bridge newsletter provided messages and links to invite TASSA members 

for membership renewal and TASSA contacts for new membership application.  
 
• The TASSA website membership login, membership application, and 

membership renewal processes were streamlined. 
 

• Communication with institutional members and Turkish universities intensified 
during 2014. 

 
• TASSA started to be more active with more than 1300 followers in its social 

media channels including Facebook and LinkedIn. 
 
• TASSA Website was visited 105,697 times, with 273,836 page views and 

762,043 clicks between April 1, 2014 and December 31, 2014.  
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3. Communication with TASSA Community 

 

• Throughout 2014, TASSA bi-monthly newsletter, The Bridge, was published 
and sent to all contacts in the TASSA database in January, March, May-June, 
September and November. 

• Dr. Ertugrul Cubukcu, Dr. Alp Simsek, Dr. Ahmet Yıldız, Dr. Kıvanc Birsoy, Dr. 
Duygu Kuzum, Dr. Burak Okumus, Dr. Canan Dagdeviren and Dr. Omer Durak 
were selected as “Young Scholars Award” Winners of the year. 

• Dr.Anıl Agıral, Dr. Gül Dölen, Dr. Ahmet Coskun, and Dr. Ayça Yalçın Özkumur 
were selected as the “Young Scientist of the Month” in 2014. 

• “Conversations with distinguished scientists and scholars” corner included Dr. 
Ali Ercan from the University of California, Davis, and Dr. Umit Ozkan from the 
Ohio State University. 

•  “Expert Opinion” corner featured Dr. Kadir Aslan on “Nanotechnology and 
Medical Biotechnology” 

• Announced the success stories, news and awards of Turkish scientists and 
scholars in the Bridge issues. 

• Announced the “Upcoming Events and Conferences” on the TASSA website 
and in the Bridge issues. 

• Announced “Job Openings” on the TASSA website, TASSA Connect and in the 
Bridge issues. 

• TASSA Vice-President, Dr. Nilay Papila continued to write her column for “The 
Bridge” newsletter on grant opportunities, which are available in Turkey and the 
European Community. 

• TASSA Institutional Members and TASSA Conference Sponsors were listed in 
the Bridge issues. 

• The January, March and May-June 2014 issues of the Bridge are dedicated to 
TASSA 2014 Conference 
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4. TASSA Meetings and Presentations 
 

• TASSA Meeting with Officials from Turkey on Space Technologies: 
TASSA met with Prof. Dr. Yusuf Hascicek, consultant to the Turkish Minister of 
Transport, Maritime Affairs and Communications; Dr. Hamza Gercekcioglu, Air 
and Space Technologies Assistant to the Director; Selcuk Camurcu, the head 
of Space Systems Directorate; and Prof. Dr. Abdullah Cavusoglu, the Vice 
President of Tubitak.  

When: June 11, 2014 
Where: Washington, DC 
Attendees: TASSA President, Prof. Dr. Haluk Unal, Dr. Levent Guntay, Dr. 
Mehmet Can Ertem, Dr. Ali Tokay, Dr. Batuhan Osmanoglu, and Dilek 
Arisan.  

 
• TASSA represented at Fletcher School Conference on Turkey: TASSA 

President and Fletcher School Associate Dean Bhaskar Chakravorti had a 
Fireside Chat on "The State of Human Capital: Turkey's Intellectual 
Contributions" at the Fletcher School Conference, Turkey's Turn: Perennial 
Linchpin or emerging hub? 

When: April 11, 2014 
Where: Washington, DC 
Attendees: TASSA President Prof. Dr. Haluk Unal 

 
• TASSA 2016 Conference Program Committee Chair Dr. Ercan Alp and 

Organizing Committee Chair Dr. Rita Koryan met with TASSA President Haluk 
Unal to complete a site survey and examine possible conference sites on 
Northwestern Campus. His Excellency Consul General Fatih Yilmaz graciously 
hosted the group and expressed great interest to have the TASSA conference 
in Chicago in 2016. 

When: May 2, 2014 
Where: Washington, DC 
Attendees: TASSA President Prof. Dr. Haluk Unal, TASSA 2016 
Conference Program Committee Chair Dr. Ercan Alp and Organizing 
Committee Chair Dr. Rita Koryan 
 

• TASSA attended the first working meeting of representatives of various US-
based European national Scientific Communities held at the Embassy of Italy in 
Washington DC. Arif Hakan Yeter from the Embassy of Turkey also attended 
the meeting. 

When: November 14, 2014 
Where: Washington, DC 
Attendees: TASSA President, Prof. Dr. Haluk Unal, Dr. Levent Guntay  
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5. TASSA 2014 Conference 
 
 

 
 
TASSA has completed another chapter with remarkable success by its 2014 
Conference at University of Maryland on March 22-23, 2014. More than 300 
eminent scientists and scholars from both the United States and Turkey 
attended the meeting in growing numbers and created once again a 
spectacular showcase towards building a sustainable science bridge 
between the two countries. We share our pride with you and express our 
most sincere gratitude to all sponsors, speakers, and attendees. We also 
thank Robert H. Smith School of Business, University of Maryland for their 
gracious support and hospitality. 
 
This conference has been possible by the contributions of countless 
volunteers who worked diligently to bring you an informative and forward 
thinking program. We wish to go on record with our heartfelt appreciation for 
their tireless commitment to make TASSA'14 a highlight event. 
  
We are continuing to post some snapshots of memorable moments from the 
conference as well as video streams as they become available.  The photo 
album and the video recordings of the speakers are posted on the website. 
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6. Other TASSA Activities 
 
TASSA 2013 Annual Report 
Issued “2013 Annual Report” which summarizes the activities the members of the 
TASSA Executive Committee and Board have undertaken together with our 
volunteers from technical groups and standing committees, and TASSA 
community. 

 
 
TASSA Commentary on SOMA Mining Accident 
TASSA Board of Directors and the Executive Board issued a joint statement on the 
mining tragedy in SOMA on May 14, 2014. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



10	  
	  
	  

TASSA Web Committee Activities 
 

TASSA announced a new platform for connecting TASSA members and institutes 
on January 6, 2014. The new web portal TASSA-Connect provides job search, 
interview scheduling, research news and many more exciting features to connect 
its members. 

TASSA-Connect serves as a bridge for researchers, scientists, scholars and 
students in the United States to associate with Turkish institutions, universities and 
research oriented companies. Members can create a profile where they can post 
their resumes and brief information about themselves. They can search and apply 
for current open positions, posted by registered Institutions. 

TASSA-Connect further provides an appointment scheduling service. Institutions 
post their available positions and can also explore through the member resume 
database to identify possible candidates. 

TASSA Connect also serves as a platform for research collaboration opportunities 
in the fields of Engineering and Applied Sciences, Health and Biomedical 
Sciences, Natural Sciences and Social Sciences and Art & Humanities for Turkish 
and American researchers.  
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7. TASSA Organizational Chart, Members of the Board 
and Committees 
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Board	  of	  Directors	  
 
Hüseyin Abut, San Diego State University 
Aydoğan Özcan, University of California Los Angeles 
Füsun Özgüner, Ohio State University 
Mehmet Toner, Harvard-MIT Division of Health Sciences and Technology 
Haluk Ünal, University of Maryland (Chairman of the Board) 
Selim Ünlü, Boston University 
Ayşe İmrohoroğlu, University of Southern California 
Bülent Başol, encoreSolar 

 
Board Committees: 

 
      Nominating Committee 
      Hüseyin Abut, San Diego State University (Chair) 
      Ayşe Imrohoroğlu, University of Southern California 

      Candan Tamerler, University of Washington 
      Mehmet Toner, Harvard-MIT Division of Health Sciences and Technology 

 
     Executive Committee  

Haluk Ünal, President 
Hasan Ayaz, Vice President 
Levent Güntay, Vice President 
Nilay Papila, Vice President 
Candan Tamerler, Vice President 
Batuhan Osmanoğlu, Managing Director  
Refik Soyer, Treasurer 
Bahri Karacay, Editor  
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Standing	  Committees	  	  
 

Finance 
Turan G. Bali, Georgetown University 
Işıl Erel, Ohio State University 
Ferhat Esen, The World Bank 
Pınar Güvenir, Cagal and Associates, LLC 
Levent Güntay, Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 
Refik Soyer, George Washington University 
Murat Tarımcılar, George Washington University 

Membership 
Hasan Ayaz, Drexel University 
Sümer Can, Diodes, Inc. 
Levent Güntay, Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 
Nilay Papila, Science Connect Inc. 
Candan Tamerler, University of Washington 

Public Relations 
Gizem Dönmez, Tufts University 
Şeyda Ertekin, MIT 
Nilay Papila, Science Connect Inc. 
Burhaneddin Sandıkçı, University of Chicago 

Relationship with Turkey 
Hasan Ayaz, Drexel University 
Turgut Gür, Stanford University 
Daver Kahvecioğlu, American Institutes for Research 
Ümit Özgüner, The Ohio State University 
Nilay Papila, Science Connect Inc. 
Candan Tamerler, University of Washington 
Bülent Yavuz, Nanostellar, Inc. 

Rules 
Timur Edib, Timur Edib Law Office 
Ferhat Esen, The World Bank 
Daver Kahvecioğlu, American Institutes for Research 

Web 
Murat Aksoy, Stanford University 
Hasan Ayaz, Drexel University 
Fatih Culha, Department of Defense 
Yalçın Sert, Customs and Border Protection 
Senay Solak, University of Massachusetts 
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Technical	  Groups	  
 

	  

Engineering and Applied Sciences 
Ertuğrul Çubukcu, University of Pennsylvania 
Şeyda Ertekin, MIT Sloan School of Management 
Metin Sitti, Carnegie Mellon University 
Selim Ünlü, Boston University 

Health and Biomedical Sciences 
Hatice Altuğ, Boston University 
Gizem Dönmez, Tufts University 
Bahri Karaçay, University of Iowa 
Nilgün Tümer, Rutgers University 

Natural Sciences 
Bülent Akgün, National Institute of Standards and Technology 
Ertuğrul Taciroglu, UCLA 
Serap Erdal, University of Illinois at Chicago 
Batuhan Osmanoğlu, University of Alaska, Fairbanks 

Social Sciences and Art & Humanities 
Ayse Imrohoroğlu, University of Southern California 
Hülya Eraslan, Johns Hopkins University 
Çağlar Özden, The World Bank 
Ahmet Yükleyen, University of Mississippi   
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8. TASSA 2014 Institutional Members  
 

Championing Members 
 

 
 

Sustaining Members 

	  
	  

	   	  
	  
Promoting Members  
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Sponsor Members   
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APPENDIX 1 – 
TASSA 2014 ACTIVITIES 
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TASSA 2014 Activities 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

	  

	  
	   	  

 

	  
The Bridge, 

Bi-monthly Newsletter 

	  

 

	  
 

TASSA Meeting with Officials from Turkey on Space Technologies    
June 11, 2014 
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TASSA 2014 Activities, continued 

	  

	  

	  
 
	  
	   	  

 

 
TASSA represented at Fletcher School Conference on Turkey, 

April 11, 2014 
 

 

 
Preparations for TASSA 2016 Conference 

May 2, 2014 
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2014 TASSA “Young Scholars Award” 
	  

	  
Ertugrul Cubukcu, Ph.D. 

 

 
Ahmet Yıldız, Ph.D 

 

 
Burak Okumus, Ph.D 

 

 
Canan Dagdeviren, Ph. D. 

 
Alp Şimşek,Ph.D. 

 

 
Kıvanc Birsoy, Ph.D 

 

 
Duygu Kuzum, Ph.D.	  	  

 

 
Omer Durak, Ph.D. 
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2013 Featured Young Scientists in TASSA Newsletter  

 
	  

	  
Anil Agiral, Ph.D. 

 
 
 

 
Ahmet Coşkun, Ph.D. 

 
 

 
 

 
Gül	  Dölen,	  Ph.	  D.	  

	  

	  
Ayça Yalçın Ozkumur, Ph.D. 
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“Conversation with a Scientist and Scholar” and “Expert Opinion” 
Corners in TASSA Newsletter  
 

	  
	  

 
 

Ali Ercan Ph.D 
 

  
Umit Ozkan,Ph.D. 

 
Kadir Aslan,Ph.D. 
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TASSA CONFERENCE POSTER
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TASSA POSTER PRESENTATION POSTER

	  
	  
	  

TASSA YOUNG SCHOLAR AWARD POSTER 
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TASSA SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM 
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