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Message from the President

Dear Members of the TASSA Community,

| am very pleased to present to you the 2012 Annual Report of TASSA.
This annual report describes TASE
the last year. The initiatives in 2012 reflect a commitment to our enduring
values of open and rigorous inquiry. At the same time they reflect the
ambitions of the Turkish Science Diaspora in the U.S.A. to see these
values manifest in new and innovative ways.

The following are highlights of the achievements of TASSA in 2012:

9 Successfully organized TASSA Annual Conference in March 2012.

9 Completed its reorganization and all the committees are up and
functional.

9 Held two Board of Directors meeting, five Executive Committee
meeting, five Technical Group meetings and two Standing
Committee Meetings.

9 TASSA individual and institutional memberships have been activated
and once again are on the rise.

9 TASSA activates have been noticed by other Science Diaspora
groups in the U.S.A and are being offered as a role model to these
groups.

fTPubl i shed four i ssues Tod Bridgé ars A
reached out around 1,500 readers.

9 Significant initiatives are being conceptualized (e.g. TASSA-
Academy and TASSA-Connect) to strengthen the science bridge
between the U.S.A. and Turkey.

| hope the contents of this report will encourage you to remain engaged
with TASSA, as we continue to build on our tradition of inquiry in ways
that make a positive impact on the science-based relationship between
the U.S.A. and Turkey.

Enjoy our 2012 Annual Report and stay tuned in the future.

Sincerely,

Q Calotn A runo P

Haluk Unal,
Professor of Finance
TASSA President and Chairman of the Board




1. Board of Directors, Executive Committee, Technical
Groups and Standing Committee Meetings

i1 Board of Directors meeting (March 14, 2012 and September 8, 2012).

1 Executive Committee meeting (April 5, August 5, September 1 and
November 18, 2012) and Vice Preside

1 Technical Group Meetings:
o Social Sciences and Arts & Humanities: September 19
o Natural Sciences: September 21 and October 12
o Engineering and Applied Sciences: October 1
o Health and Biomedical Sciences: October 2

1 Standing Committee Meetings:
0 Membership Committee: September 11
o Web Committee: September 24 and October 1




. TASSA Reorganization

General Assembly elected TASSA President and Board of Directors at the
TASSA Conference. Subsequently, the Board conducted an election for a
vacancy in the Board.

TASSA President appointed the four vice presidents of TASSA (Hasan Ayaz,
Levent Gintay, Nilay Papila and Candan Tamerler) and the Editor of TASSA
newsletter (Aylin Sagay).

Executive Committee with consultation from the Board selected the nominees
of Standing Committees and Technical Groups. TASSA President invited the
nominees and invitations were accepted enthusiastically

In accordance with the TASSA Bylaws, Chairman of the Board, Haluk Unal
appointed the Chairs of the Nominating Committee and the Audit Committee.
The Nominating Committee members are Huseyin Abut (Chair), Ay K e

| mr o h g €Camdah Ttamerler, and Mehmet Toner. The Audit Committee
members are k e b n Kalemli-Ozcan (Chair), | k & |, and Dagdr
Kahveciojlu

Thus, TASSA re-organization is completed.




3. Membership Activities

1 Contacted TASSA 2012 Conference sponsors and 2012 institutional
members to collect the sponsorship payments and membership dues. All
commitments by sponsors and institutional members are fulfilled.

1 Carried out a descriptive statistical analysis of the TASSA members and
contacts. Merged various TASSA member contact databases to obtain a
unified database of member profile information. The databases that are
merged are as follows: TASSA member database, 2012 Conference
Registration, Conference Surveys, hand-collected email database,
Google.docs survey database, and bounced e-mails database.

1 Membership Committee conducted an institutional membership campaign.
142 universities in Turkey were invited to be institutional members via email
and standard-mail in September 2012.

1 TASSA has four official Technical Groups: Engineering and Applied Sciences,
Health and Biomedical Sciences, Natural Sciences, and Social Sciences and
Arts & Humanities. Executive Committee has started a project to
update/correct the information of individual contacts in the TASSA database
for these technical groups.

4. Communication with TASSA Community

1 Uploaded TASSA 2012 Conference videos and pictures to the TASSA
website.

1 Announced Upcoming Events and Job Openings on the TASSA website.

Provided support serviceson T | B KT A K-Girsulatdbo Program to TASSA

contacts. TASSA Vice-president Dr. Nilay Papila started writing a regular

column for AThe Bridgeo newsletter on gran
Turkey and the European Community.

9 Constructed a database on contact information of Senate and House Science
committee members.

9 The success stories and news of Turkish scientists and scholars were
announced in AThe Bridgeo issues.

1 Members were informed about various activities (e.g. students in the TASSA
database were informed about a dinner gathering at the Turkish Embassy in
Washington DC.)




TASSA Newsletter i The Bridge

T

TASSA bi-monthly newsletter, The Bridge, was launched. Four issues were
published and sent to all contacts in the TASSA database in May 2012, July
2012, September 2012 and December 2012.

THE BRIDGE

The Bridge readership reached around 1,500.

. TASSA Meetings with Other Institutions

TASSA President, Board and Executive Committee members (Haluk Unal,

F¢é¢sun ¥zgeéner, Turgay Ertekin, Tujba G¢gnt a
the representatives of the U.S. Department of State on April 9, 2012 and

discussed the role of TASSA for the science and technology cooperation

between the U.S. and Turkey.

Attendees: Brian T. Carter (Foreign Affairs Officer, Office of Science and
Technology Cooperation), Aprille C. Raabe (Foreign Affairs Officer, Bureau of
Oceans and International Environmental and Scientific Affairs), Semahat
Demir (Biomedical Engineering Program Director, National Science
Foundation).

TASSA President, Board and Executive Committee members (Haluk Unal,

Fesun ¥zge¢ner, Turgay Ertekin, )nfeufittba Ge¢nt avy
the representatives of Scientific and Technological Research Council of

Turkey (T, BKTAK) at the Turkish Embassy. T
to develop a road map to make Turkey attractive for Turkish scientists and

scholars abroad.

Attendees:Yunus ¢engel (T, BKTAKOGs Vice Presiden
(T, BKTAK Acting Head of Department, | nt ern
¥zkarag®z (T, BKTAK Scientific Program Expe

TASSA President, Board and Executive Committee members (Haluk Unal,

FusunOzginer , Turgay Ertekin and Tujba G¢ntay)
Ambassador of the Republic of Turkey to the United States on April 9, 2012 at

the Turkish Embassy in Washington, DC.




6. Participation in Conferences

T TASSA President and Managing Director atte
Destination Turkey 2012 Workshop at the University of Maryland, University
College on April 10. TASSA President gave a keynote speech at the
Workshop.

1 Managing Directorat t ende d 'RAnAuRIECSnvedtdn on April 12 and
13, 2012 in Washington, DC.

f TASSA President Haluk Unal and Board member Mehmet Toner gave
presentations at the T} BKTAK Congress of T
12-1 3, 2 0 Jaoulilnmaddiient TASSA Board members, Murat Giinel,

Aydoj an ¥zcan, and F¢gsun ¥zgeé¢ner were al so

T TASSA Vice President Hasan Ayaz and Managi
attended the Global Diaspora Forum and Science Diaspora Conference on
July 25 and 26 in Washington, DC.

1 TASSA Vice Presidents, Candan Tamerler and Nilay Papila initially were
planning to attend the Joint Commission Meeting (JCM) on Science and
Technology Cooperation between USA-Turkey hosted by the Turkish Ministry
of Science, Industry, and Technology on November 1-2, 2012 in Ankara. JCM
was cancelled due to Hurricane Sandy but the working groups conducted
discussions in conference calls and exchanged comments via emails.

f TASSA President, Haluk Unal gave a presentation at the Globalization of
Turkish Universities Workshop (Y¢ksekOojret
December 10, 2012 at kstanbul University.

7. Research Workshop Series

1 The first Econ-Fin seminar was held at Ronald Reagan Building &
International Trade Center on September 23, 2012. The presentation was by
TASSA Board member , Rizai. The prdsent@ation dbé | e ml i
videos of the event were provided at the TASSA website.

1 The first Engineering workshop was held at the Ohio State University campus
on December 6, 2012. The presentation was by Prof Umit V. Catalyiirek. The
presentation slides and the videos of the workshop were provided at the
TASSA website.




8. Other TASSA Activities
TASSA Grant Application

TASSA Vice President Hasan Ayaz led the effort to prepare and submit a grant

application to the U.S. State Department for the funding of TASSA Boost Project.

Turkish Council of Higher Education (YOK) Proposal

TASSA committees and technical groups analyzed the pros and cons of the
Y¥K6s proposal and provided comment s
legislation. The comments were compiled in a detailed report. The report was
submitted to YOK for consideration.

TASSA Web Committee Activities

TASSA Web Committee started working on improving to the membership
functions of the website. New membership signup and profile pages were
designed and implementation phase started. A backup web server has been
prepared for test and development purposes before changes are finalized.

TASSA Web Committee started design and planning work for a new portal for
TASSA members and affiliates to exchange information and resources. The
portal, code named TASSA Connect, is planned to incorporate social networking
features and initially will present a medium to post job openings and
opportunities.

t

h e



9. TASSA Organizational Chart, Members of the Board
and Committees

Board of Directors: Eight Directors and the President, who is also the Chairman of the Board.

Executive Committee: President (CEO), Vice President, Treasurer (CFO and Chairman of the Finance
Committee), Managing Director (COO), Editor, Standing Committee Chairs (4)

10




Board of Directors
Huseyin Abut, San Diego State University

Turgay Ertekin, Pennsylvania State University

Murat Gunel, Yale School of Medicine

Orhan Gurbtiz, Tobolski Watkins Engineering Inc. & Gurbiz Consulting

k ebnem Kalemli-Ozcan, University of Maryland

Aydoj an Ozcan, UCLA

Fusun Ozgtiner, Ohio State University

Mehmet Toner, Harvard-MIT Division of Health Sciences and Technology
Haluk Unal, University of Maryland (Chairman of the Board)

Board Committees
Audit Committee
k ebnem Kalemli-Ozcan, University of Maryland (Chair)

| kK el Erel, Ohi o State University
Daver Ka h amedcanljstitutes for Research

Nominating Committee
Hiseyin Abut, San Diego State University (Chair)

Ayke | mr o hUniversityl otiSouthern California
Candan Tamerler, University of Washington
Mehmet Toner, Harvard-MIT Division of Health Sciences and Technology

Executive Committee
Haluk Unal, President

Hasan Ayaz, Vice President
Levent Gintay, Vice President
Nilay Papila, Vice President
Candan Tamerler, Vice President
Tuj] ba GWManagmgDirector
Aylin Sagay, Editor

Refik Soyer, Treasurer

11




Standing Committees

Finance
Turan G. Bali, Georgetown University
| kK &l Erel, Ohio State University
Ferhat Esen, The World Bank
Penar G¢venir, Cagal and Associ at es, LLC

Levent Gintay, Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation
Refik Soyer, George Washington University
Mur at Tar & mc é bhangtgn Urdrersity g e  Wa
Membership
Hasan Ayaz, Drexel University
Sumer Can, Diodes, Inc.
Levent Gintay, Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation
Nilay Papila, Science Connect Inc.
Candan Tamerler, University of Washington
Public Relations
Gizem DOnmez, Tufts University
keyda Ertekin, MIT
Nilay Papila, Science Connect Inc.
Bur haneddin Sandék- é, University of Chicag
Relationship with Turkey
Hasan Ayaz, Drexel University
Turgut Gur, Stanford University
Dav er Ka h amedcamljstitutes for Research
Umit Ozgliner, The Ohio State University
Nilay Papila, Science Connect Inc.
Candan Tamerler, University of Washington
Bilent Yavuz, Nanostellar, Inc.
Rules
Timur Edib, Timur Edib Law Office
Ferhat Esen, The World Bank
Tujba G¢gntay, Tur ki s hdSaholars Asso@ationSci ent i st s
Dav er Ka h amedcamljstitutes for Research
Web
Murat Aksoy, Stanford University
Hasan Ayaz, Drexel University
Fatih Culha, Department of Defense
Yal -én Sert, Customs and Border Protection
Senay Solak, University of Massachusetts

12




Technical Groups

Engineering and Applied Sciences
Ertuj r ul,Ufivelsity & €annsylvania
keyda EMIT &dan School of Management
Metin Sitti, Carnegie Mellon University
Selim Unlii, Boston University

Health and Biomedical Sciences
Hat i c e BoAtbntUuaiyersity
Gizem DOnmez, Tufts University
Bahri Karacay, University of lowa
Nilgiin Tumer, Rutgers University

Natural Sciences
Bulent Akguin, National Institute of Standards and Technology
Ertujrul ,UCBACi rogl u
Serap Erdal, University of Illinois at Chicago
Bat uhan OsUnaersdyjof Alaska, Fairbanks

Social Sciences and Art & Humanities
Ayke Imr o h o r Univdrsity of Southern California
Hulya Eraslan, Johns Hopkins University
¢ajl ar ,Be\WalhBank
Ahmet Yukleyen, University of Mississippi

13
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10. TASSA Institutional Members and 2012 Conference

Sponsors

TASSA 2012 Institutional Members

Championing Members
)

Ankara University TURKISH AVIATION ACADEMY

1946

Sustaining Members

%
#{¢ maltepe university

istanbul www.maltep

Promoting Members
@ANADOLU UNIVERSITESI

Kocaeli University

é‘!’a KOC UNIVERSITY @ YASAR UNIVERSITY

Sponsor Members

e@“ N/p«\
A o
NN
.. . . g
Diizce University et Kstanbul U
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TASSA 2012 Conference Sponsors

Diamond Sponsors
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Gold Sponsors
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Bojazi-i Univel George Washington University
Journal of Financial Services Research

Silver Sponsors
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== TURKISH
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APPENDIX 1

TASSA 2012 Conference
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TURKISH AMERICAN SCIENTISTS AND SCHOLARS ASSOCIATION

5

2012 Annual Conference

March 3-4,2012
University of Maryland at College Park

Van Munching Hall, Robert H. Smith School of Business

TASSA has completed another chapter with remarkable success by its Annual Conference
that brought together more than 400 prominent scientists and scholars from leading
American and Turkish institutions as well as decision makers and potential partners.

Please see conference website for more information at
http://www.tassausa.org/Annual-Conferences/2012

1526 18th Street, N.W.,Washington, DC 20036, USA
Phone:1-855-827-7204 * E-mail: conference@tassausa.org * Web: http://www.tassausa.org
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TASSA 2012 Participant Affiliations

Abbott Bioresearch Center

Abdullah Gul University

Acar Law Firm/ BOHP

Acibadem University

AJCC Early Childhood Center

American University

Anadolu University

Ankara University

Aptalis Pharmaceuticals

ATAA

ATADC

Atilim University

Atlantic Wind Connection

B & EASSOCIATES

Bahcesehir University

Baruch College, CUNY

Bates White, LLC

Berkeley National Laboratory

BidBox LLC

Bilkent University

Binghamton University - SUNY

Biopticon Corporation

BoKazici University

Boston College

Boston University

BOTAS JHU

Bridges of Hope Project

Brookings Institution

Bucknell University

Cadmus Group

Cagal & Associates LLC

Carnegie Mellon University

Central Bank of the Republic of

Turkey

CFTC

CH2MHill

CHLAChildren hospital-USC

Columbia University

Cornell University

Cornell/ MSKCC

Cornerstone Research

Council of Forensic Medicine

Council of Higher Education

CsIs

csuLB

Daon Inc.

DE Dept. of Natural Resources

DEIKDTIK

Deloitte

Diniz Holding

Dogan & Associates

Drexel University

Dumlupinar University

Duzce University

Early Care & Leaning Council

Ege University

Embassy of Turkey

EncoreSolar

Everest Production

Exponent Inc.

Fairbanks Public Schools

Fatih University

Federal Deposit Insurance
Corporation

Federal Reserve Board

Florida Institute of Technology

Food and Drug Administration

Gaziantep University

GE Global Research Center

George Washington University

Georgetown University

Georgia Institute of Technology

Girne American University

Hacettepe University

Harriet Fulbright College

Harvard Medical School

Harvard Schoolof Public Health

Harvard University

Hazen and Sawyer

Hitit University

Howard University

Hurriyet

IBM

IBM Research

IFC

lllinois Institute of Technology

IMF

Impact LLC

Impaq International

Indiana University

InnoEngineer Inc.

Istanbul Medeniyet University

Istanbul Technical University

Istanbul University

IWA, WEF, AWWA

Izmir Institute of Technology

Izmir University of Economics

Johns Hopkins University

Kadir Has University

Kaiser Permanente

Kalara Corp

Kean University

Kog University

KOSGEB

Kulen Law Firm RC.

Law Office of Timur Edib

Lockheed Martin Corporation

Loyola College

Maltepe University

Marmara Group Foundation

Marmara University

Marymount University

Massachusetts General Hospital

McNamara/Salvia Inc.

Medical College of Virginia

Medical University of SC

Mesan Electronics

METU & Cornell

MGH Boston

Michael Baker Jr, Inc.

Michigan State University

Middle East Institution

Middle East Technical University

Middough Inc.

Ministry of Science, Industry,
and Technology, Turkey

MIT

MITEQ Inc.

Monell Chemical Senses Center
Montclair State University
MSM Technologies
MTA-LIRR

MUSC

NASA GSFC/ UMD ESSIC
National Institutes of Health
Naval Research Lab

New York University

NIH/NCI

NIH/NIAAA

NIH-CIT

NIST

North Carolina State University
Northeastern University
Northern Virginia Community
College

NSF

Office of Science & Technology
Old Dominion University
Opaxis

Ozyegin University
Pamukkale University
Pennsylvania State University
PMP

Point Park University

PPD

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
RINI Techrologies, Inc.
Rochester Institute of Technology
Rutgers University

Sabah

Sabanci University
Sanford-Burnham

SAP Research

SDSU & Bogazici University
Sekuk University

SETA Foundation

Seton Hall University
Siemens Corporate Research
Stevenson & Associates
Stony Brook University / BOHP
Strayer University

Study the Planet.LLC

Suffolk University

SUNY Brockport

TACCI

TED University

Teknopark

Temple University

The College of William & Mary
The Ohio State University
The World Bank
theAIRnet.org
TheissResearch, NIST

TOBB University

Tooma & Ozisik LLP
TUBITAK

Tufts University

Turkayfe

Turkish American TV

Turkish Armed Forces

Turkish Coalition of America

Turkish Embassy

Turkish Philanthropy Funds

Turkish Radio and Television

Turkish Women's Initiative

Turkiye Daily

TUSIAD

U.S. Department of State

UMass Amherst

UMass Medical School

UMBC

Undersecretariat for Defence
Industries, Turkey

United Nations

University at Albany, SUNY

University of Alaska

University of Bridgeport

University of California, Los

Angeles

University of California, San

Francisco

University of California, Santa

Barbara

University of Central Florida

University of Chicago

University of Delaware

University of Erciyes

University of Houston

University of lllinois, Urbana

Champaign

Universtty of Maryland

University of Massachusetts

University of Michigan

University of Mississippi

University of North Carolina

University of Pittsburgh

University of Richmond

University of Rochester

University of Southern Florida

University of Texas

University of Virginia

UntraAMS, LLC

UT Southwestern Medical Center

Vassar College

Virginia Commonwealth University

Virginia Tech

Voice of America

Walden University

Walter Reed Army Institute of

Research

White Tulip Global

Whitehead Institute

World Bank

Xerox Corporéion

Yale University

Yasar University

Vil Ein BeyazE University

18




TA
SSA 2012 Conference Photos

LE SCIENCE BRIDGE

BUILDING A SU STAINAB
BETWEEN THE U.S. AND TURKEY

TURKISH AMERICAN 1
g = AND
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